Progre.n, slow but sure, ia taking place in
the reconatruction of ay Oaprey 2, I shug-
der to contemplate the number of completion
eatimates that I have aiased so far, how-~
ever, “flying by summer” seess Treasonable e-
nough right now. The left wing is about
ready for the dacron, the right wing 1ia
ready to asseamble with the spars and riba
completed, then the refinishing of the fuse-
lage surface, upholstering, etc.

A nuaber of innovstions have taken addi-
tional time but are deemed to be worth the
expenditure in hours and Raterisl. The
wings are being extended twelve inches and
George has referred to thia change in a
pPrevious newsletter. His calculations indi-
cate that the takeoff distance, eapecially
on the water, will be sSppreciably shortened,
with an increase in the rate of climb with
little or no lessening of level flight
speed.

My original esileron connections were made up
at the bellcrank in the outer wing section
when the wings vere being inatalled. Re-
moving the wings reguired pulling the cables
out of the wing thru the nose ridb cable run
holea. When the wvings were to be remounted,
the cable ends were taped to a pole and
inserted thru the leading edge space until
viaible st the bellcrank acceas opening.
Roughly the reverse operation is used on the
prototype by disconnecting the cables at the
turnbuckle in the cockpit and pulling the
cables out thru the ving center section.

George haa designed a new arrangesent which
ahould reduce attachment or detachment time
over either of the other hookupa. The key
to this aystea is cutting the csbles st the
wing ‘sttachaent point and with thiables and
slesves Placing small sfeel coupler plates
ot the cable énds.  Th coupleérs ire aade
from .066" - %130 a . and are one half

Qqusrter inches

inch  wide by one snd

1ong.  The couplers can be nenipulated thry
the one end five eighta inch wide apace
between the center section and outer wing.
The two couplers are joined by an AN3-¢
bolt. In order to preclude any tengling of
the csbles between the wing root and the
bellicrank, = micsrts block with slide holea
for the cables is provided. This amicarta
block is supported on a brecket made from
light weight alusinum angle and held 1in
place under the heads of one top and one
bottom thru the apar bolt. In order to pro-
vide cable alack in which to hook up the
couplers, the ceble shackle at the lower end
of the control atick in the cockpit is unbo-
lted. After the couplers are bolted togeth-
er, the cable ia then tightened by forcing
the atick laterally, then the bolt inserted
thru the shackie. This latter and final
sileron cable hookup eliminatea the placing
of clevie pins and cotter pinas at the bell-
crank location or the unsafstying,
disasaenbly, resaseably and ressfetying of
the turnbuckle in the cockpit.

In the reconatruction of My Oaprey 2, every
effort is being made to save weight wherever
possible. This, of course, is the all im-
portant factor in the performance of any
sirplane. The old equation is Juat as true
today as it ever was, and that is, if the
enpty weight comes out to be over the deaign
weight, the flight performance figures will
suffer in inverse Proportion. My original
eApty weight turned out to be ninety poundas
over that specified in the plans and sure
enough, it took extra Power and fuel to keep
up with the Prototype in a1l phases of
flight. All specified dimensions have been
scrupulously adhered to, all lightening
holes made, all e)XCess resin agueegied out
of the fibreglass, etc. The dacron covering
which I will use is the lightweight Stits
HS90X.  Thie satersel required leas finish-
ing material but alsc fewer procesa ateps.

Osprey 2’a are SOoRetimes seen equipped with
large inatrument pPanels and enocugh inatru-
sents and radios to qualify the aircraft for
enroute IFR operationa. Such an array,
although possibly a source of aatiafaction
to the owner, can result in a penalty in the
performance of the sircraft due toc the ex-
cesa weight. As a result of apending a
flying lifetime in an IFR airline operation
in alot of the world’s airspace, and thru
countless episodea of unforecast and unanti-
Cipated violent flying conditions, the con—-
clusion is inescapable that amall sport
Planes should be flown strictly VFR. The
instrument Tequirements for this type of
flying are adequately met by the instrusent
panel presented in the Oaprey 2 plana. The
standard panel also provides for the very
useful facility of being able to step out of
cockpit high and dry when nesaing upon a
beach or tieing Up to a float or pier. In
the light of new developments i1t now appears
that @ amall Loran ¢ and a Terra type 720
chennel communications set would be all that
an Osprey would need in the way of radios.

Summertinme flying operations in California
often present aabient airport taemperstures
of 114 degrees F or nore. The possibility
of vapor lock, boiling of the fuel and other
fuel systes problems suggest the need for. a
fuel PTesasure gauge. Since the atanderd
Osprey panel does not pProvide space for an
sdditional instrument without adding on a
bracket or additional width to the panel, I
have decided on a Push to test red light to
be located in the center of the upper part
of the panel. A pressure sensor, aet at
sbout two psi or less will be located bet-
we®n the -engine driven fuel pump and the
gsacolator, This device seems to be worth
the wveight penalty,

As for newa of other Northern California Os-
Prey builders, Doug Sisemore of Woodland,
atates that he is about to recommence work
on hia project. The work thus far ia of
such high quality it has to be seen to be
believed. It would be the ahame of the
century if he failed to finiah the bird, and

we are all lesving no stone unturned in
prodding Nim 1into action,




